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“ and weVe n0t y /V heard 

n Bid sneak so we shall have to attend his lecture 
to-morrow! before stepping over the border into stemland. 
Mr Matter-of-Fact will kindly supply us with his questions 

at once.” 

“Certainly,” said that gentleman. 


QUESTIONS. 

i. What name is given to the roots of Dahlias ? Describe 
them. 

Whence does the Ivy derive its name r 
Describe what is meant by air-roots. 

Give the history of the Ivy’s early life. 

What is the Mistletoe called, and why ? 

Describe what is meant by a “ Sinker.” 

What are cortical roots, and where do they run ? 
Answers to be sent to Miss P. Allen, Ileden, Bonchurch, 
by August 28th. 

New Members. — Hawthorn and Ethelwyn Robertson, James 
G. Dixon and Ilonora G. Sneyd. 

The following Members have sent in answers, and have 
received marks accordingly, viz. : — 

Div. I. Margaret Bulley (4), Faith Venables (4), Bernard 
Ward (6), Winifred Grice (6), Susan Venables (6), M. C. 
Ashwell (5), E. M. Ashwell (4), Jessie Vickers (5), Madeline 
Graham Watson (6), Honora Sneyd (4), May Lewis (5), 
Eileen Colies (5), Alexander Colies (6), Joan Campion (6). 

Div. Tl. Clare Pelly (4), Georgina Smith (5), Iole 
Mac Donnell 6), Maud Vickers (5), Phyllis Murray (6), Edith 
Samuel (6), \ era Dawson (5), James Dixon for 6 papers (18), 
Dorothea Steinthal (5), Esme Graham Watson (6), Lilias 
Summers (5), Hawthorn Robertson (5), Dorothy Senior (5), 
o a Goddard (4), ( rrace Lawrence (4), Kathleen Hosking (3)’ 
tv. . Jessie Smith 6), Kathleen Sandbach (5), Hester 
• andbach (5) Emily Vickers (5), Jack Vickers (5), Eva 
u son ( 6 „ Marjorie Halford (6), Dorothy Mayall (6), Cicely 

Dor Tb \ Ethelw Y n Robertson (5), Kathleen Colies (6), 
othy Ker (5), Janet Brooke (6), Esther McNeill (5)* 
Eorna Lawrence (5). 


BOOKS. 


. 4 //W Psychology , an Introduction to the Principle and Practice 
0/ Education by J McLellan, and Professor J. Dewey 

(Educational Publishing Co., Boston). 

We rejoice in the appearance of this exceedingly practical volume. 
By practical we do not mean that here we have the art of teaching as 
separated from the science of the mind, but that the latter study is 
singularly free from formation and pedantry, and made available for 
the help of those, whether teachers or parents, who have children to 
bring up Ihe Psychology is based on the works of Professor John 
Dewey. The application to every day uses we owe to Dr. McLellan, 
director of normal schools for Ontario. A philosophic student will not 
rejoice in this volume ; a want of exactness in thought and expression 
will, every now and then, jar upon him. 


Choix de Petits Drames et de Contes , tires de Berquin (2s. 3d, 
Hachette & Co). This is a collection from the works of Berquin, 
well-known in France as the children’s friend, from the title of one of 
his books. The little plays are highly moral, and each is intended to 
teach its own lesson. In fact, Maria Edgeworth might have written 
the whole series. We name Miss Edgeworth, for perhaps she alone 
among British authors could have infused the piquancy and brightness 
which the French contrive to throw into what might well have been 
tedious “ moralities.” One or two of the titles give an idea of the 
character of the plays : La Vaniti Punie ; Si les Hommes ne te voient 
pas , Dieu te voit ; etc. Something for Christmas for the little folks 
to get up, might easily be arranged from one of these dramas. 


Messrs. Hachette send us specimens of a series, Theatre hran£aise, 
of clever and numerous plays, adapted by their purity of tone and expression 
for reading in schools and families. One of the main objects of this 
series, say the publishers, is to enable young students to acquire, in a 
most interesting way, a sound knowledge of colloquial and idiomatic 
French. The lively dialogues, with their amusing witticisms, that occur 
in the comedies, are calculated to impress both words and instruction very 
forcibly. Price per volume, in paper covers, 9 d. 


Un Cousin de Passage , by H. de Bornier (edited by S. Bartlett, b.sc.- 
examiner in French to the College of Preceptors). \\e oannot e . 
characterize this little play than in the words of the e itor . ^ . 

that this sparkling little comedy is the work of Viscomte Henri de < 

the author of la Fille de Roland, Les Noces d> Attila etc., who has 
so to say, become the titular laureate of the Frenc i ca emy, an 

whom this select body lately opened wide its learne oors, is, in 1 , 

a sufficient guarantee of its possessing all the crispness an nu 
have deservedly placed its author high among tie es wn ers 
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day. It was produced in 1864. The plot is simple ; the dialogue bright, 
natural, and never slack; the personages move, from beginning to end, 
with unaffected ease and freedom, and the whole is stamped with a 
grateful freshness, which is further enhanced by the pertinent and happy 
denouement. ” 

La Cigale et les Fourmis , by E. Legouvd and E. Labiche (edited by 
H. Testard, B.A., B.D., Senior French Instructor at the Royal Naval 
College, Greenwich). 

An amusing comedy concerning un nouveau riche , who proposes an 
alliance for his daughter with an aristocratic family, and is greatly 
chagrined to find that his ways are not their ways. An excellent mentor 
appears, who instructs the young lady and her family in the ways of the 
great, to such good purpose, that he and not the count becomes the 
bridegroom. There are many delightfully amusing little passages. 

Maitre Corbeait , by Raymond and Ordonneau (edited by F. Julien, 
French Master of the King Edward’s Grammar School, Birmingham). 

This, in the words of the editor, is a brilliant little comedy, the motif 0 f 
which is the attempts of a rich and amusingly vain manufacturer to advance 
the family by the marriage of his daughters. Here again, we have much 
amusing by-play in brilliant French of to-day. 

Ma Fille et Mon Bien , by E. Legouvd (edited by L. Sers, B esL 
French Master at Wellington College). 

Here the story turns upon the dot which every French girl must bring 
with her in marriage, a large one this time of 200,000 francs. The “ First 
Tableau,” the difficulty of producing this large sum is discussed ; in the 
“ Second lableau,” we have the married pair, impecunious and unhappy 

far W** t0 ^ ri ^ e,s Parents. Madame des Grange sells her diamonds 
r a- a i u ^ lter s husband. But, behold the delightful denouement “ on 
un o ing er napkin, Madame de G. finds under it, to her amazement, the 
e o lamonds, and Henri is no less surprised to find beneath his a 
cheque for 25,000 francs.” And they all embrace. 

• p ut we call love-making is unusually conspicuous by its absence 

for vnnn hm T la8 ?u neg0Ciati0nS ’ these little volurces are the more suitable 
cenL<rf g l S - lh ^. u themes are Perhaps not particularly elevating, ex- 
usuallv sub ^ !f hlbl ^ he cordlal and genial family relations which 
over the SrV" , / amilies - These P la y s a certain advantage 

they are writ!' ^ Cl ^ Slcs Mohere ’ Racine, etc., that is the French in which 
ey are written is the conversational French of the hour. 

The following is a list of the whole series 
B.f! n.n.r ^ F ° Urchif ' ^ Labiche and Jolly (edited by H. Testard, 

ui 

F TarvTr)^ Crarach ° n ' by Labich e, Lefranc and Jess6 (edited by 
Le tanglier, by A. Bisson (edited by Professor H. Attwell, K.O.C.) 
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A P hZZ L y Ordonneau. Valabregue and Keroul (edited by 
Greenwich ’ ° fficier d Acad emie. French Instructor at the R.N. College, 


La Lettre char gte, by Labiche (edited by H. Testard, B.A., r.d., etc.) 

at fhP r? kh ' ^ GU1 and Richard ( edited b y A- Antoine, French Master 
at the Birkbeck Institution, etc.) 

A la Cam-pagne, by H. Greville (edited by H. Touzeau, B. ds L., 
French Master at Eton College, etc.) 


Le Gendre de M. Poirier, by Augier and Sandeau (edited by G. 
Petilleau, B.A., Officier de l’lnstruction Publique). 

Les Cloches cass/es, by H. Greville (edited by A. G. Vasselier, B. es L., 
late Assistant Master at the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, etc.) 


Dear Editor. — The educational articles, by Dr. J. M. Rice, in the 
Forum are always valuable, and that in this month’s number on “The 
Substitution of 1 eacher for Text-book,” is no exception. In the writer’s 
opinion, the greatest fault in the schools of America lies in the professional 
weakness of the teachers, wTiich weakness “ does not lie in ignoring 
scientific principles, nor in the lack of desire and effort to do the best 
for the child ; it lies simply in the lack of the required knowledge and 
skill to properly apply recognized principle ; in teaching.” By skilled 
viva voce instruction the teacher is able to stimulate the child’s reasoning 
faculties, and to interest him in his subject, instead of w r earying him by 
the drudgery of learning by heart lessons that he does not understand. 
Acting upon the fundamental principle of proceeding from the known 
to the unknown, the “ recitation ” (to employ the American term) of any 
lesson requiring thought, should precede, and not follow' its study in the 
textbook. This is not, as some may fancy, a lazy way of learning on the 
child’s part; on the contrary, it entails upon him “intellectual labours 
more severe in character, though less dull and mechanical, than when 
he commits the contents of the textbook to memory ; ’ but its result is 
to bring a number of different faculties into play, instead of simpl) 
exercising the memory It is clear that the highest skill and intelligence 
is necessary on the part of the teacher, without which we shall continue 
to hear the wail of the parents, as expressed by F. W. Caulfield in the 
LLevo Beviezv , 

In an article, entitled Public Schools and Scientific Education, he 
says: "The parents of public school boys, though a patient and trustful 
folk, accepting the schoolmaster with the reverence due to a specialist, 
and not often venturing to criticize his methods, have still amon s *' 01 
an uneasy feeling that the results of their sons training are not a to.^e 
satisfactory, and their complaints will be found to come under two heads 
either that their boys do not learn as much as they ought, or that they 
are overworked . 
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• • „ rP n0 t really inconsistent, and both are a natural result 
n« author thinks that school hours are 
“ ,ne ® C j ,^3/ more time could be done in about four hours daily, 
‘ 00 ° ng ’ w ach ieved by the devotion to the ordinary school routine of 
to,; m more' hours per week, and that the time thus sa.ed should be 
devoted to such subjects as music, carpentry, and the like. Of course, 
: s/ne Qud non is the application of Science to Education, and this 
brines us again to the same point, that in any reform of our system of 
education, the first essential is to teach the teachers how to impart the 
knowledge they have themselves acquired. 

I can merely mention the discussion in the Tunes of recent dates on 
elementary school teaching as an employment for educated ladies ; an 
article by Sir. B. W. Richardson, on 44 Athleticism/’ in the Saturday 
Review for this week; 44 The Ideal Boy and the Real” ( Spectator ) f 
and the long and interesting account in the Forum of 44 Chatauqua, its 
aims and influence.” This scheme on which our National Home Read- 
ing Union has been modelled, has been carried out with characteristic 
American energy, and is well worthy of study. 

The following from the Daily Chronicle is interesting : 

“A great deal is being done at this time of the year to develop a love 
of nature in the London child by trips into the country, but it is at best 
only a small fraction of the whole number who can go. There is some- 
thing, therefore, to be said for a movement which aims at bringing nature 
to the child, instead of the child to nature. Of such a kind is the 
movement for providing elementary schools with pictures by first-rate 
artists of beautiful glimpses in their immediate neighbourhood. The 
experiment began some time ago by circulating among the East-end Board 
schools a chalk pastel of Aldgate High Street at sunset. 

“ The results of this experiment were very suggestive. Scarcely any of 
the children, when asked, had seen, or rather observed, a red sky before, 
nor did they know at what time of the day such an effect was to be looked 
for. Once guided, however, the child quickly learns the trick of observation, 
and in these schools the children soon began to have an eye for ‘ red skies/ 

J he success of this experiment has suggested that a collection of such 
pictures should be circulated among the schools of East London, and 
Toynbee Hall has made itself responsible for the circulation. The trustees 
will aim at securing pictures by first-rate artists in this London work, as 
tor instance, Mr. Walter Severn and Mr. Herbert Marshall. The plan 
wi necessarily entail some expense, and ^100 is still needed to give it a 

ai ! A ny subscri Ptions may be sent to the Warden, Toynbee Hall, 

or to Mrs. Ada Montefiore Nicholls, 2, Talbot square, W.” 

August ijh, i8q 5 . Pater Junior. 
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House of Education . — Extract frnm ^ 

Theory Teaching wovkcd b y ttud^toTSe* HomTof EdS “ 
Ambles.de, Midsummer, 1895.-“ The practical application of ptinc S 
was as usual, well understood. In all questions asking the teacher tee 
forth her plan of action in any given case, I was greatly pleased to note 
much good sense and adaptability. The consistently elevated tone of the 
work done deserves warm commendation.” 

P. A. BARNETT. 

H.M. Inspector of Training Colleges. 


Class I. 

CLASS LIST. 
Class II. 

Class III. 

R. Leney 

j E. Flower 

M. Leney 

0. Bertrand 

f M. Seerohm 



N. Magill 
G. Frere 
E. Clark 

F. A. BARNETT, H.M.I., 
T. G. ROOPER, h.m.i. 

following students 

have obtained the Diploma of the National 


Health Society : 

R. Leney E. Flower 

O. Bertrand M. L. Seerohm 

E. Clark M. Leney 

Report of the Examiner in Sloyd. — 44 The work on the whole was very 
well done ; the measurements were most accurate, and the drawing was 
good. The students had evidently been very well taught.” 

{Signed) A. SUTCLIFFE, 

Examiner . 


CLASS 

Class I. 

M. Disbrey 
M. L. Seerohm 
E. Clark 
G. Flower 

Report on Natural History Note 
which I place in order of merit thus : 

Class II. 

C. Flower 
M. T. Roper 
E. Clarke 
M. L. Seerohm 


LIST. 

Class II. 

O. Bertrand 
G. Frere 

M. Trevor Roper 

N. Magill 

Books. — Nine books have been sent, 

Class III. 

G. Frere 

O. Bertrand 
r. Leney 

M. Leney 

N. Magill 



